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hate-emotion, guided and fixed by distorted and blinded
reason, is vice.

7. APPLICATION OF THE THEORY TO CONDUCT

When the nature of virtue and vice is thus seen. It is clear
that the shortest way of strengthening fifte virtues and
eliminating the vices is to work directly on the emotional
side of the character. We can strive to develop the love-
emotion, thus affording the material which the reason will
elaborate into its characteristic virtues. The development of
the love-emotion is the most effective way of evolving the
moral character, virtues being but the blossoms and the fruits
which spring from the root of love.

The value of this clear view of the transmutation of
emotions into virtues and vices Sies in the fact that it gives
us a definite theory on which we can work ; it is as though
we were seeking a distant place, and a map were placed
before our eyes; we trace thereon the road which leads
from our present position to our goal. So many really good
and earnest people spend years in vague aspirations after
goodness, and yet make but little progress ; they are good
in purpose but weak in attainment ; this is chiefly because
they do not understand the nature in which they are
working, and the best methods for its culture.   They
are like a child in a garden, a child eager to see his
garden brilliant with flowers, but without the knowledge to
plant and cultivate them, and to exterminate the weeds
which overgrow his plot.   Like the child, they long
for the sweetness of the virtue-flowers, and find their